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September Meeting 
 
Old Business:   None 
 
New Business:   Tony says that because of 
Halloween, the next meeting will be on 
October 24th. Nominations for club officers 
will be accepted then, and voting will be at 
the combined Nov/Dec meeting on 
December 5th.  Tony will get together with 
our new contact person at the school 
sometime soon.  We are still planning on 
having the Frozen Fun Fly at the school on 
January 1st.  Tom Sontag talked about our 
new field at the airport. He used part of this 
year’s fertilizer.  Bob Cheney asked if we 
should use the rest of our grass seed this 
year, or wait until next spring.  Next spring 
was decided.  
 
Show and Tell:   Steve Fiskum showed 
us his beautiful Thunderbird.  It’s a project 
he started 55 years ago when he was 14. He 
covered it in Brodak silk, and he has the 
original box still marked for sale at $11.50. 
He also has an original Veco 35 in the box 
he bought back then for $17.95.  

Tom S. showed us 5 planes. Somehow he 
acquires old abandoned and neglected 
planes. The red one is a Voodoo, he may put 
a Fox Rocket 35 or a Norvell 25 on it. He 
also had 4 other planes, a Sig Akromaster, a 
Sig Fokker D-7 profile, some kind of 
biplane and a Banshee, all looking for good 
homes and someone willing to make them 
fly again.  
 
Jim Gevay  
 
 
 
Airport Field Report 
 
The airport field is looking better with each 
passing month. Between Bob's most 
excellent mowing and the application of 
fertilizer, both dirt and fauna are building. 
The grass we planted is gaining strength and 
height. There are still bare patches, but we 
can cure this as time progresses.  
 
Our tough new grass is enjoying the fall 
weather. 
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In September and October we applied 280 
bag-pounds of fertilizer from 10 bags, 
including starter, winterizer and chicken 
poop over a course of 3 applications. This 
amounted to 70% of the late summer 
fertilizer recommended by the UM 
Extension Office.  
 
The multiple applications and mixture of 
bags achieved close to the recommended 
percentages of nutrients and 70% of the 
application rate. It also allowed fertilizer to 
slowly sink in without burning the grass.  
 
We also thinly applied alfalfa pellets and 
clay cat litter to help build up the soil. The 
applicator enjoyed some 6 miles of exercise 
without paying a health club. 

 

Tom Sontag 
 
 

 FLYING DAYS 
The club meeting brought out Tom with 
more airplanes to be rehabbed and Dennis 
with motors, planes and assorted bits and 
pieces we all want or need. But the thing I 
was most impressed about was Steve and his 
Thunderbird. 
   Steve started building this airplane over 50 
years ago. Once he found our club thru the 
web site (thanks Tom). Steve became a 
member and got the bug to finally complete 
the model. 
    What a job, with a few suggestions from 
the members some changes were made. 
Then he worked his magic and turned out a 
beautiful Veco Thunderbird that anyone 
would be proud to own. Ask Steve about the 
details of this plane it is an interesting story. 
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10/19/2019 

   Today it was not snowing or blowing 
though it started out a little damp. 
   When I arrived Steve Fiskum was 
patiently waiting for things to dry up and the 
sun to shine. After a bunch of hangar talk he 
decided he could not stay any longer.  
   Then Jeff showed up and took Steve’s 
place with more Hangar talk taking place. 
Soon Tom and Dave arrived and out to the 
field we went. 
   As each of us were getting in a few flights 
Shuggy made an appearance with his 
Mustang and put it through its paces. 
   Dave, Shuggy and I had many projects to 
attend to at home so we were calling it quits 
for the day after many successful flights. 
   John was showing up about then and Tom 
was planning to stay and get some more 
flying done all in all a good day to be out 
among friends. 
   Tom flew a Wooten VooDoo combat wing 
with a Norvell 25 first flight was quick but 
the second flight was darn right fast. Tom 
was having a ball. Dave was flying a 
Ringmaster and his P-40 and I was getting 
some flights in with my Buster. Tom also 
had a Peacemaker he flew and after the 
VooDoo peace was needed. 
   Though this may be the last weekend to 
fly without a jacket I do hope we can get out 
again before the snow flies for good. 

 

The VooDoo hard to catch this little guy 
zipping around at about 3seconds a lap 

 
Tom’s Peacemaker 

 
Shuggy’s Mustang 

 
My Buster 
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The Mustang diving in for the attack 

 
What’s wrong with this launch

 

 
The Peacemaker 

 
Bob Cheney 

 
 

SV-11 ARF 
Got myself an SV-11 ARF from Brodak to 
assemble this Winter. Looks like a well 
made ARF. Will try to get it straight and 
true. It is just pieced together for the sassy 
photos. 
Shug 
 

 
  
 

 
  



 5 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 6 

 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 7 

Airport Flying Field 
Lynx FBO Network 
9877 North Airport Road NE 
Blaine MN 55449 
——- 
The airport flying field is at the north 
entrance of Anoka County airport in Blaine, 
and just north of the Field Base of 
Operations (FBO).  
Route 1: Go north from 694 on Hwy 65, east 
on 105th, south on Raddison about 1/2 mile 
to the north entrance of Anoka County 
Airport, right on N airport road, follow to 
parking lot next to flying field. 
Route 2: go north from 694 on 35w, go west 
on 95th,  at light continue straight onto 
Raddison Road, follow Raddison around to 
the north entrance, turn left at North 
entrance, follow N airport road to parking 
lot next to flying field. 
Just above the “2” on the map. 
 

 
  

 



 8 

 
 
 
Click on Photo to go to the website 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
MEETING NOTICE: October 24, 2019– 
Anoka County Airport at 7:30 PM 
The Piston Poppers Club meetings are held 
on the last Thursday of each month at the 
Anoka Co. Airport in Blaine, MN. Enter the 
airport road from the automatic gates on the 
West side, turn right and go south past the 
airport beacon to the 2 
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