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June Meeting

There were no meetings in March,
April and May because of the COVID
19.

Old Business: None

New Business: Because of the COVID
19, all activities at Westwood School,
indoor and outdoor are cancelled until
further notice. All of our flying will
have to be at the Anoka County airport
site.

There will be no Polk City contest this
summer, maybe they will be a fun fly
this September.

Tony went over some of the guidelines
we promised to abide by at the airport
site.

| have a complete list and will send out
a copy to all via e-mail.

Greg Thomas showed up, he’s a new
member and posted some photos of his
projects on our FB page. He also
donated a real nice Ringmaster to the
club for a trainer, all it needs is an
engine and tank. It’s set up for an Enya
29-35.

There was flying before and after the
short meeting.

Jim Gevay
Piston Poppers June Meeting
This was our first club meeting since

all of us were wearing boots and parkas
last February.
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Jim Ehlen brought out one of his new
original designs from a combat wing,
electric of course. Looks great and fly’s
great too. In the time | was there | saw
Tom, Bob, Keith and Greg fly. Greg
Thomas, our newest member had his
new Hellcat out to fly. | forgot to ask
what engine he has in it, but it looks
great. The Ringmaster he donated to
the club is a real nice one, looks clean
and straight.

All in all, it was a nice evening to be
out with club members.

Jim Gevay



From Jim Gevay

Flying Report

The summer has flown quickly into
July. We’ve had lots of calm days to fly
but the temps have been warm.

Dave Vandegrift and Tom Sontag took
a few flights on July 5th. Dave flew his
green Cheney-modified SkyRay 35
with a strong running OS 40FP. She
did some nice wing overs and loops.
Tom flew The pattern with the Brodak
P-40 Warhawk ARF, unmodified from
the Boise shipment. It has a steady
running OS 46LA with a custom tank
and wooden prop. It may be a Pat
Johnston build. She did well but
practice makes perfect.

The field is looking better after the
recent rains. The grass is green again.
There are some big strong weeds
growing, so you have to watch your

lines. The P-40 did a line snagged
pirouette on its first landing.

Please use a towel beneath the tank
while fueling to protect the grass in the
event of an overfill.

Tom Sontag

Hobby Articles

Our family friend, Marilyn Lutz,
recently gave me some hobby articles
and plans from her late husband’s
collection. In the various articles were
these gems from the 1950’s, including
one by National Open Stunt Champion
Bob Elliott entitled Stunt Pilot
Techniques. Here is sage advice from
Mr. Elliott: “too much engine or rudder
offset can cause the airplane to rock
very badly, naturally hampering the
smoothness of your flying” and “Select



a proven engine that is recommended
for your airplane.”

Tom Sontag






Crashed Plane Triage

With my recent retirement and sultry
July days, | have finally gotten to
repairing some planes waiting for epoxy
and silkspan.

The Score was pancaked in inverted last
Summer. Tore off the fin, canopy and
engine mount former. Cracked fuse in
half. Gotten it mainly back together
paying special attention getting the
engine former strongly installed.

The Privateer has been stashed away as
I was hiding from myself. Minor
damage really. Needs new canopy and
some silks-an repair and paint. Always
liked that plane.

Bought the Panther from Keith a while
back. Great flyer....until in my hands on
a windy day at the airport. My
stubborness in doing outside square
eights in a dodgy wind caused me to
pancake it inverted. With Keith
watching. Outboard wing clearly
snapped off. Engine knocked loose.
Engine cowl fouled. Cleaned the OS
35FP. Not happy with the underside
wing repair. Kinda loose and can’t get it
tightened. Well, only ants will see it.
Man, am | good at making pancakes.
Feels good to get them all ready to get
back on the lines. Who knows...maybe
they will fly even better. Or | should
learn too fly better!

Sean Emery









MEETING NOTICE:-July 30th at
Club Field 7:30PM.

The Piston Poppers Club meetings are
held on the last Thursday of each
month at the Anoka Co. Airport in
Blaine, MN. Enter the airport road
from the automatic gates on the West
side, turn right and go south past the
airport beacon to the 2



