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Meeting

Hope you can make it to the swap meet
on March 30 at the EAA hangar, and
the build session on April 8th at the
EAA hangar.

Tony and Tom

The last club meeting was attended by
John, Glen, Don and Tom. Tony
attended by email. John gave the
treasures report. We encourage people
to officially sign up and_send their dues

to John.

We have three builds left at the EAA
hangar. After that Don will host a tour
and build session at Twin Cities Maker.
They have space and won’t charge us,

and their workshop has lots of power
equipment to see, including CNC
machines and LASER cutters.

>>> Our meeting on the last Thursday
of March is also our swap meet. Bring
your supply of engines, parts, NVA’s,
balsa, kits and other goodies. Bring
some completed airplanes too. Tom
raised the following question for the
club:

>>> Should we invite others and
rename it a garage sale? We could post
at the hobby shops and directly invite
airplane clubs, scout troops, and 4-H
groups. Let us know your thoughts so
we have time. If we do this we should
be ready to sell some completed
airplanes.

>>>

>> Build sessions are booked for
Saturday April 8th.

>>> Don finished his T-38 Trainer. It is
smooth and nice looking, but turned
out heavier than what he desired.
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>>> Folks shared lots of enjoyable
stories and discussions of wing
loading, tip weights, flight
characteristics which indicate
trimming, and what to watch for when
the engine stops.

>>> Fuel concerns: Bill has offered to
make octagon components and make a
batch. Other sources are available but
can get expensive with shipping. You
also can’t get a large quantity without
paying hazmat fees. Brodak, and
possibly PowerMaster BP, sell model
airplane fuel.

>>>

>>> Show and tell: Tom brought
Magnus Avis (Big Bird), the way-
overweight yellow Magnum. He
reviewed modifications he made to
toenail a ST V60 into the crutch. The
V60 replaced an St G51. He hopes the
additional power will allow it to
complete the pattern without sagging.

We look forward to seeing you next
time. Remember to send your dues to
John.

K&B 35 Stallions

Dave Vandegrift finds great enjoyment
in collecting and identifying engines,
so | asked if he could help. He said yes,
so | sent him photos of two old K&B
35 Stallion engines.

First Engine: K&B 35 Stallion
Model 83 started production in 1968.

| bought this K&B 35 new from a
hobby store in Marshall, MN when |
was quite young. It has a matte finish
and a propeller bolt instead of a shaft
and nut. Based on the model year, |
was between 4th grade and 8t grade.

It mounted nicely on the Cosmic Wind
my brother Mike’s had made a few
years prior. It was the first big airplane
| ever flew. Having only started Cox
049’s, it was a bit terrifying, especially
when it started. | flew in the pasture at
my sister and brother-in-laws farm.

The engine had (and still has) great
compression, plenty of power and a 2-4
break! | remember putting the Cosmic
Wind into a loop (my first one ever),
and the engine suddenly accelerated on
ascent. It was cool but I had no idea
why it happened.



The Cosmic Wind survived safely as a
display model at my nephew’s house
from the mid- 1970’s until about 2014,
at which time | resurrected it with my
renewed hobby. It flew many times
until it succumbed to multiple
“Injuries”.

It was the first airplane I flew with the
club, and already was beat up from
prior flights. The K&B still ran well
but I had to reinforce the beams with
angle aluminum (due to crash fatigue),
and strap on a muffler (which was
more like a straight black pipe with
some dubiously designed spiral wires
inside). It was very loud.

Sean once flew her FAST through the
entire pattern! | was astonished,
Impressed and inspired.

Second Engine: K&B 35 Stallion
Model 105 started production in
1973.

| obtained this engine sometime in the
years since | joined the Piston Poppers
in 2014. It is very similar to the Model
83, but with a more robust exhaust
port, webbing behind the venturi, and a
shiny finish. K&B also did away with
the propellor bolt, opting for a shaft
and nut arrangement. 1’ve never run
this engine.

Several years ago, an elderly family
friend named Marylyn gave me her late
husband’s P-38 lightning, it had hung
on the wall for years and didn’t appear
to be in poor condition. | dreamed of
mounting the two Stallions and giving
it a flight or two. The engines mounted
as if they belonged in the airplane.

My newbie plan crashed after
calculating the wing loading. It would
have been astronomical. John and
Keith doubted it could get off the
ground. I also found that all the wood



was dried up and brittle, and the pull
test failed spectacularly.

Dave found these descriptions in his
book of American made model airplane
engines:

Tom Sontag
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